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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MZ, RH 

SUBJECT: REPORTS OF MAJOR ZANU RAID INTO RHODESIA 

1. EMBASSY HAS HEARD VOA, BBC AND SABC BROADCASTS ABOUT ALLEGED 
LARGE SCALE RAID INTO RHODESIA BY ZANU FORCES. REPORTS OF RAID 
WERE SAID TO HAVE ORIGINATED IN MAPUTO. 

2. DURING PAST WEEK, LOCAL PRESS HAS CARRIED ONLY ONE ARTICLE 
ABOUT ALLEGED MAJOR ZANU INCURSION. ARTICLE WAS BASED ALMOST EN- 
TIRELY ON SALISBURY PRESS RELEASES, DENYING MAJOR ZANU ATTACK 
TOOK PLACE. LOCAL ZANU OEFICE CLAIMS NOT TO HAVE ISSUED ANY "WAR 
COMMUNIQUES" RECENTLY AND DENIES KNOWING ABOUT RECENT INCURSION. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE WE HAVE NO WAY OE CONFIRMING OR DENYING LARGE 
SCALE ZANU INFILTRATION INTO RHODESIA, WE ARE SOMEWHAT SKEPTICAL 
ABOUT THIS OPERATION AND ITS REPORTED MAGNITUDE. WHILE THIS IS 
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IDEAL TIME FOR OPERATION (RAINS ARE STILL FALLING AND ZANU WANTS 
TO DEMONSTRATE TO FL STATES AND INTERNAL SETTLEMENT GROUP THAT 
ITS STILL FIGHTING DESPITE INTERNAL DIFFICULTIES), WE DOUBT 
ZANU LEADERSHIP IS FOCUSING ON MILITARY OPERATIONS AT THIS MOMENT. 
FOR PAST TWO TO THREE WEEKS, ZANU LEADERSHIP HAS BEEN HUDDLING IN 
CHIMOIO TO SORT OUT ITS INTERNAL PROBLEMS. ACCORDING TO SOME LOCAL 
DIPLOMATS, ZANU CENTRAL COMMITTEE IS HOLDING RUMP TRIAL FOR ZANU 
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DISSIDENTS GUMBO AND HAMADZIRIPI AND REALIGNING ZANU CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE. MUGABE, TEKERE, TONGOGARA KHANGAI AND ALL ZANU LEADERS 
HAE BEEN THERE NON-STOP, WITH EXCEPTION OF SHORT BREAK TO ATTEND 
EL MEETING IN DAR. THUS, WHILE ZANU IS UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUING TO 
CARRY ON OPERATIONS INSIDE RHODESIA, WE QUESTION WHETHER ZANU 
HAS RECENTLY LAUNCHED A MAJOR ATTACK. 

DE PRF.F. 
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